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The stage was set and the curtains were drawn for  the Glacity Theatre Collective, but not in the traditional sense.

Last night was the opening night of "Exhibition" at UT's Center for Visual Arts.. "Exhibition" is a new play written by
Provost William McMillen, and tells the story of a couple inside of an art museum.

The three part play brilliantly explores the relationship of characters Raymond and Sharon throughout three important
stages of their lives together – the day that Raymond proposes, the couple as struggling middle-aged parents, and lastly
reminiscing as grandparents.

Instead of simply skipping through time, however, McMillen's creation has a rather interesting twist: the audience sees
everything at once. This calls for six actors onstage at once, not including a lone security guard who is a critical aspect
of the play.

The stoic and unmoving guard, played by Ernest Green, constantly keeps every iteration of the couple in check.
Throughout the play, the guard sits and watches their lives unfold in front of a single, inspiring painting.

"Exhibition" starts with a song, performed by Denise Ritter-Bernardini accompanied by Michael Boyd, which introduces
questions about life, love and purpose. Following the opening song, the youngest couple takes center stage with the two
older couples off to each side.

These subtle stage positions are used to great effect. The two couples at stage left and right are aware of each other's
presence, and they discuss and comment on the actions of the center stage couple.

During scene changes, the couples rotate position, creating a linear timeline. These movements allow each stage of the
couple to reflect on their lives and deal with their own personal dilemmas.

This part of the play was a unique element and gave the play's plot extra flair.

The brilliant writing and storytelling of McMillen helps to bring an interesting idea to life, and relevant and relatable
aspects of relationships can be found throughout the story.

Several themes and ideas reoccur at every act of "Exhibition." Underlying themes of the play include sacrifice, love and
acceptance. These themes are addressed through Sharon's question of purpose and Raymond's quest to find the
upside-down painting hanging in the museum.

Additionally, metaphors are referenced during several of the couple's petty arguments.

In McMillen's play, comedy and tragedy go hand and hand. The story's serious tone is complimented with comedic
actions and witty attitudes.

The play's characters are excellently performed by the actors and actresses. All of them will impress and amaze
theatergoers.

"Exhibition" is one of those rare pieces of art that shows all aspects of life – all its challenges and rewardsat one time. It
truly is an exhibit of human life and on a more philosophical note, human condition.
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